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“God, in Your goodness, You have made a home for the poor.”  Those beautiful words 

from today’s Psalm Response remind us, my dear sisters and brothers in Christ, that we 

are the “poor”, but God fills our lives with His goodness.  No matter how rich we are, we 

remain “poor” without the Father’s Grace; no matter how holy we strive to be, we remain 

sinners without Jesus’ redeeming Love; no matter how wise we are in the ways of the 

world, we remain “lost” without the Holy Spirit’s guidance.  Every time we come together 

as God’s holy people, in person or “virtually”, we are “at home” in God’s goodness. 

As I mentioned at the beginning of our Celebration, today is a very special day for us 

here in our Diocese.  Not only are we celebrating “God’s goodness” in this Holy 

Eucharist for the 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time, but today we also are celebrating our 

diocesan Patron Saint, the great St. Augustine, under whose patronage is this 

Cathedral Church, as well as every parish throughout the Diocese.  While he is known 

for his brilliant writings, most particularly his spiritual autobiography known as “The 

Confessions of St. Augustine” as well as the multi--volume work known as the “City of 

God”, and so much more, what he might be most well known and admired for is his 

amazing personal conversion, thanks in large part to his devoted mother, St. Monica, 

whose Feast Day we celebrated yesterday.  As a brilliant orator and teacher, he had 

been living a loose and value-less life; but one day, he experienced a vision which told 



him “tolle lege”, that is “take and read”, referring to the Scriptures.  He picked up the 

Scripture, and it happened to open to one of St. Paul’s writings, which led to his 

complete conversion, and a life of total dedication to Jesus our Lord.    

In addition, we are honoring this year’s “Founder’s Awardees”, Mrs. Peggy Gallagher of 

St. Joseph Parish in St. Joseph and Msgr. Michael Hazard, as we recognize them for 

their lifetime of dedicated service to the Church here in our Diocese.  We will have more 

to say about each of them at the conclusion of today’s Mass.  But we welcome you 

both, and all those who have come to celebrate with you. 

The Scripture Readings for this 22nd Sunday in Ordinary Time challenge us to turn our 

attention away from the constant absorption by the things of this world, to focus more on 

what is of the utmost importance, our relationship with God and the ultimate place God 

should hold in our lives.  Both today’s First Reading and our Gospel passage talk about 

the importance of the virtue of “humility”.  It seems to me that’s a virtue that is not very 

well understood.   Don’t we sometimes think that “humility” means being self-

denigrating---that we shouldn’t give ourselves credit for anything; that we should 

diminish any good deed that we do as insignificant; that we should see ourselves as a 

great big spiritual Loser.  But that is “false humility”; it’s not only not virtuous---it’s not 

true; every person is valued and precious in God’s sight. 

Basically, humility gives us the ability to more clearly see who I am, with my strengths 

and weaknesses; and to see that I ultimately owe everything I am and have to God, the 

Source of all Blessings.  Humility also enables us to realize that because all people are 



equally, and unconditionally, loved by God, therefore, we too should see all people as 

God sees them. 

In today’s First Reading, we heard the wise Sirach tell us:  “My Child, conduct your 

affairs with humility….  Humble yourself the more, the greater you are and you will find 

favor with God.”   

In today’s Gospel reading, St. Luke tells us that all the people at the dinner to which 

Jesus was invited were “observing Jesus carefully”.  But he also tells us that Jesus was 

also observing them.  St. Luke tells us that “He…was noticing how they were choosing 

the places of honor at the table”.  So Jesus decided to make this one of those 

“teachable moments” concerning what it means to be “exalted” and what it means to be 

“humbled”.   

Our own great Saint Augustine taught this about the virtue of humility: “Pride is the 

source of all sin; therefore, humility is the best of all antidotes. For those who would 

learn God’s ways, humility is the first thing. The second thing is humility. And the third 

thing is also humility.”  St. Augustine had learned through his own struggle with sin over 

his lifetime before his conversion that God is “all in all”, and without God, he was truly 

nothing; but with God, he could do all things.  That’s a very basic, and critically 

important spiritual lesson that we all need to learn.  That is the best definition of humility 

we can find.  

That’s the point that Jesus wants to teach us in this Parable; He’s not trying to teach us 

good table manners about who gets “places of honor”, nor is he giving us a “Martha 

Stewart” guide to banquet etiquette.  Jesus is teaching us about true humility: “For 



everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but the one who humbles himself will be 

exalted.”  Jesus’ point is that we shouldn’t be looking to be praised or honored for any 

reason; in fact He went on to say, “when you hold a banquet, invite the poor, the 

crippled, the lame, the blind; blessed will you be because of their inability to repay you.” 

My brothers and sisters, that is who we are; Jesus has invited all of us here to the Table 

of the Lord, not because we’re so wonderful, or because of our status; He invites us all 

because of His Love.  Once again, today’s Psalm Response puts it so well: “God, in 

your goodness, you have made a home for the poor.”  That’s really the purpose of our 

Faith, and why our coming together each week around the Table of the Lord, is so very 

important.  Yes, it IS an important obligation---a minimal “requirement” of being a good 

Catholic; but more importantly it’s our weekly opportunity---a Gift God gives to us---to 

“renew” our relationship with God and one another, by listening to God’s Holy Word, 

and by receiving the precious Body and Blood of Christ as the spiritual food and drink 

we desperately need to keep us strong on our journey of faith.  Besides that, this is 

where we are reminded that here at the Table of the Lord we are “at home” in God’s 

goodness, even as we look forward to being finally “at Home” in Heaven at the end of 

our lives.  This is also where we deepen our understanding that when we gather 

together as a community of Faith, we are renewing our commitment to see all people 

whom we encounter throughout the week as God sees them---His precious children, His 

daughters and sons, made in His image and likeness who must be treated with respect, 

compassion, and love. 

And that leads me to share with you one more, very important reason why today is a 

special day for our Diocese.  Having just completed the “Jubilee Year of the Holy Spirit” 



on the Feast of Pentecost, June 5, 2022, the Holy Spirit has been leading me to 

announce that our Diocese will enter into a special “Year of Priestly Spiritual Renewal 

and Prayer for Vocations”.  This Year will begin on September 8, 2022, the Feast of the 

Birthday of our Blessed Mother, and it will last until the Solemnity of Pentecost on May 

28, 2023, the Birthday of the Church.  

 I believe that the need for spiritual renewal is becoming more and more necessary in 

light of the world situation we are all witnessing and experiencing.  I don’t need to 

enumerate the many examples that all of us see taking place all around us to know that 

our culture has been moving steadily and quickly away from God, no longer living 

according to God’s ways.  Dictates of Faith, the values of religion, or even efforts to 

protect the most vulnerable of all human life, unborn babies, are criticized as restrictive 

of personal freedom; People of Faith are ridiculed as out of step with progress.  Within 

our own Catholic Faith, the long-standing statistic that 2/3 of baptized Catholics do not 

practice their Faith regularly remains of great concern, and even more so, a recent 

study revealing that a staggaringly high percentage of Catholics do not believe in the 

Real Presence of Christ in the Holy Eucharist is alarming; and add into that, there 

seems to be a certain “complacency” about the growing “priest shortage”, which 

however, should be very troubling to us all.  These are all clear signs, at least to me, 

that we are in great need of a major time of Renewal in our Faith. 

Therefore, as I have already communicated with our priests, this time of spiritual 

renewal will begin with us:  I, and all our priests, are dedicating these next nine months 

to a time of collective spiritual renewal of our own priestly vocations, with the hope that 

as we are renewed, that will lead to a renewal of Faith throughout the entire Diocese.  In 



light of that, I am asking every member of the Faithful, to fervently pray for us---to pray 

for your priests in a particular way during this year, for a renewed and revitalized love 

for Jesus in the Holy Eucharist, and for a deeper willingness to follow the guidance of 

the Holy Spirit. 

I have also just published a new Pastoral Letter entitled:  “Behold, I am making all things 

new”, which is a reflection on the significance of this Year of Priestly Spiritual Renewal 

and Prayer for Vocations”.  My new Pastoral Letter has been posted to our diocesan 

website, and will soon be available in printed booklet form (in English and Spanish) for 

you to have.  I ask you to take the time to read it when you can.   

While this Year of Priestly Spiritual Renewal begins with our priests, it is critically 

important for all of us, and I pray will lead to a time of spiritual renewal for our entire 

Diocese.  Just as St. Monica was instrumental in bringing about St. Augustine’s 

conversion, I am convinced that your prayerful support of your priests and me during 

this Year will contribute greatly to a positive spiritual outcome for us all.  It’s no 

coincidence that “The Year of Priestly Spiritual Renewal and Prayer for Vocations” will 

begin on our Blessed Mother’s Birthday, September 8. Mary is the perfect model for 

holiness, humility, and a life totally dedicated to serving others. Holy priests are “sons of 

Mary” who rely on her intercession to help them remain faithful to the vocation they 

have accepted with the help of God’s grace.   

That was really what the wise Sirach was telling us in today’s First Reading. “Humble 

yourself the more, the greater you are, and you will find favor with God”.  When we 

humble ourselves, and allow the Holy Spirit to enkindle in us the fire of God’s love, as 



we heard in today’s reading from the Letter to the Hebrews, we disciples of Jesus Christ 

are shown the way to the “city of the living God” that St. Augustine wrote about so 

eloquently. The Gift of Faith leads us away from the “gloomy darkness and storms of 

life” to the peace and joy of Heaven.  

One day, at the end of our Journey of Faith, we pray that our Lord Jesus Christ will give 

each of us the choicest “seat of honor” at the Heavenly Banquet Table where God the 

Father will be the Heavenly Host. Until then, today and every day, we need to treat all 

people with that recognition that we are all loved by God, which is why we need to love 

and respect one another.  

While we humbly give thanks to God for all His wonderful gifts, the best way for us to 

show God our gratitude and praise is for us to use those gifts for the purposes for which 

God gave them to us---to build up God’s Kingdom here among us.  This beautiful prayer 

of St. Augustine from his “Confessions” says it all:  “Great are You, O Lord, and 

exceedingly worthy of praise.….You arouse us so that praising You may bring us Joy, 

because You have made us and drawn us to Yourself; and our hearts are restless until 

they rest in You.” 

My dear sisters and brothers in Christ, let us pray for one another during this coming 

Holy Year and always.  May everything that we do, and may all that we say, be for the 

honor and glory of God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 



 

 

 


